
THE QUEEN ELIZABETH 
ACADEMY NEWS

We Can and We Will

SUMMER 2021 EDITION

The Queen Elizabeth
Academy



Latest News

Principal’s Welcome 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Welcome to the latest edition of  
The Queen Elizabeth Academy newsletter.    

Welcome to our Curriculum 2021 newsletter! From September we are launching our new 
knowledge-rich curriculum to inspire TQEA students to greater outcomes and greater 
opportunities!
The intent of our curriculum is to deliver a curriculum: -
All of which will equip TQEA students to live a life well lived!
At TQEA we want to inspire the best in all of our learners by offering an ambitious curriculum 
with outstanding curricular provision and educational experiences. Our Curriculum 2021 has 
been designed for launch in September to maximise academic success, promote tolerance 
and celebrate diversity and build character in all of our young people.

Our vision for our new Curriculum 2021 is that it will be knowledge rich and promote deep and powerful knowledge (Young, 
2014) and will ensure that all are exposed to the “best of what has been thought and said” in the canon of subjects that 
students study (Arnold, 1869 & National Curriculum 2014). By doing so we will strive to develop subject and skill mastery. In 
doing this we are also developing our extra-curriculum offer and the rich cultural experiences that students will participate in 
during their 5 years at TQEA. This will be in order to develop our core character traits of Pride, Resilience, Endeavour and 
Kindness which will serve our young people as they make their mark on the wider world.

Core Curriculum Entitlement
Every student at TQEA will receive a core curriculum 
entitlement. This is a curriculum which is designed by expert 
professionals and which will be delivered by highly trained, 
expert subject teachers. The intent and implementation 
of that core curriculum has been influenced by the most 
effective educational research approaches to: -

Teaching pedagogy
Knowledge organisers
Assessment & feedback
Memory & metacognition

Using technology for home learning and in class learning 
following on from the lessons of teaching in the co-vid 
lockdowns.

Our curriculum has been designed to develop the key 
employability skills

XTra - As part of our character passport accreditation 
students will be offered a wide variety of curricular 
opportunities to attend to develop their specific talents and 
areas of interest. In doing so they will demonstrate our 
character trait of resilience and endeavour.
Examples of Xtra activities could include: -

•  Musical Theatre
•  Robotics
•  Book Club
•  Business & Enterprise
•  Engineering Club
•  Journalism & Writing course
•  DJ club
•  Learning a new language
•  The Duke of Edinburgh Award

Life – The core strand underpinning our ambition in 
Curriculum 2021 is for students to choose healthy lifestyles 
and develop the essential attributes to lead a “Life Well 
Lived”. This will help our young people to go on to live happy 
and successful lives. These activities will also be accredited 
within our character passport.
Examples of the Life activities strand could include: -

•  Sporting activities.
•  Yoga & Mindfulness.
•  Musical performance.
•  Creative activities such as Art and Food.
•  Charity and Social Action.
•  Life Skills and Careers.

Prep – Students will be guided to undertaking Prep activities 
which could include: -

• Reading Club.
• Intervention Sessions.
• Homework Club.
• Xtra breakfast Mathematics and English Clubs.
• Revision & retrieval practice training.

A Curriculum 2021 brochure of Xtra, Life and Prep 
activities will be made available for all parents and carers in 
September.

Please enjoy this issue of our newsletter which reveals our 
curriculum in new depth.

Neil Harding - Principal
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English - S. Badham 
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Maths - L. O’Brien 
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Science curriculum 
intent
•	 Science teaching at TQEA will develop a 

deep understanding of a range of scientific 
ideas in the subject disciplines of biology, 
chemistry and physics. Pupils will make 
connections between these subject areas 
and become aware of many of the big ideas 
underpinning scientific knowledge and 
understanding.  To support this, the design 
of Knowledge Organisers has been carefully 
planned and aligned to the curriculum 
narrative. KOs are carefully embedded into 
the curriculum structure to ensure that this 
meets the need for improving literacy and 
provides opportunities for retrieval practice. 
This also ensures that new key language is 
introduced, explained and modelled when 
building on prior learning.   

•	 Pupils will be able to decide on the 
appropriate type of scientific inquiry to 
undertake to answer their own questions 
and develop a deeper understanding of 
factors to be considered when collecting, 
recording, processing and evaluating data.  
They will develop their literacy, numeracy 
and ICT skills in a range of practical and 
theoretical contexts.  

•	 We will enrich our curriculum by giving 
pupils opportunities to equip themselves 
with the tools needed to access their 
learning, for example, by research projects, 
visiting speakers and visits to local and 
national sites of scientific interest, both 
physically and virtually. 

•	 Incorporate the 4 pillars of curriculum 
design ensuring that we produce students 
that can compete nationally and globally 
in any career: Personal Development 
and Empowerment; Subject Capital; 
Employability Capital; Social and Cultural 
Capital

•	 For some 
students, 
studying the 
sciences will 
provide the 
platform for 
more advanced 
studies, establishing the basis for a wide 
range of careers. For others, it will be their 
last formal study of subjects that provide 
the foundations for understanding the 
natural world and will enhance their lives in 
an increasingly technological society.   

•	 Science is changing our lives and is vital to 
the world’s future prosperity. The sciences 
will be taught in ways that ensure students 
have the knowledge to enable them to 
develop curiosity about the natural world 
and an appreciation of the relevance of 
science to their everyday lives.  

There is now more of an emphasis on the skill 
of reading for science, and how that can be 
carried into real life. There is also a real focus 
on careers and the opportunities that the 
sciences offer. 

Science - K. Rowan 



R.E - N. Patel
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History 
curriculum
Students study 
British and 
international 
history to 
help them understand why the 
world and our society is the way 
it is today. We explore British 
values such as democracy, law 
and liberty, encouraging students 
to take a broad and balanced view 
of historical people and events. A 
variety of primary and secondary 
sources are used and students 
are enabled to challenge and 
consider provenance of sources, 
making them more critical of 
information they read and hear in 
our multimedia modern world.
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History - J. Woodberry
Curriculum content:

History (x1 photo J.Woodbury) 

History curriculum 

Students study British and international history to help them understand why the world and 
our society is the way it is today. We explore British values such as democracy, law and 
liberty, encouraging students to take a broad and balanced view of historical people and 
events. A variety of primary and secondary sources are used and students are enabled to 
challenge and consider provenance of sources, making them more critical of information 
they read and hear in our multimedia modern world. 

Curriculum content: 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 
What is power and how is 

it gained and kept? 
International power and the 

responsibility it brings 
A century of conflict - what 

happens when powers 
collide? 

Including a study of: 
The Norman Conquest 
Medieval England 
Imperial China 
The Tudors 
The Making of the UK 

Including a study of: 
The ‘Age of Revolution’  
British Empire 
The Impact of the Slave Trade 
African-American civil rights 
The Making of America 
 

Including a study of: 
World War One 
America – boom and bust 
The Holocaust 
World War Two 
Superpowers and the Cold 
War 
Modern conflict and 
terrorism 

GCSE – Years 10 and 11: Students can choose to study either AQA History or OCR Ancient 
History 

GCSE History GCSE Ancient History 
Britain: Health and 
the People, c. 1000 
– present day 

Elizabethan England, 
c. 1568 -1603 

The Persian Empire  
559 – 465 BC 

Alexander the Great 
depth study 

Germany 1890 
1945, democracy 
and dictatorship 

Conflict and Tension 
1918 - 1939 

The foundations of 
Rome, from kingship 
to republic  
753 – 440 BC 

Cleopatra depth 
study 
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Food - D. Johnson  
Food lessons in Key Stage 3 enable students to 
acquire a wide range of knowledge about nutrition, 
food history and the issues surrounding food. In 
Key Stage 4 students complete the Hospitality and 
Catering qualification, learning about the industry 
and related topics.
In Year 7 students will be learning about choices 
based on the Eatwell Guide. They will underpin 
the knowledge by learning practical cooking skills 
and will make recipes such as Muffin Pizzas, Twice 
Baked Potatoes, Rainbow Cupcakes, Rock Buns 
and Soda Bread.
Year 8 students move onto the History of Food 
looking at where food originated and how our 
history has influenced what we eat. They will 
make a range of recipes from Britain and around 
the world including Chicken Tikka Masala, Spiced 
Teacake, Pasta Arrabiata and Sponge Pudding.
Year 9 students will be studying ethical issues 
around food and making links to their Geography 
course and RE, examining Fairtrade, sustainability 
and seasonal and local foods. They will continue 
to develop their practical skills by cooking related 
recipes.
The Key Stage 4 course is 
named Hospitality and Catering 
and it covers knowledge 

about the industry 
including Health 
and Safety, potential 
careers, types of 
catering outlets 
and residential 
establishments. This 
is tested in an exam.
The second aspect 
of the course is practical skills and 
food knowledge. Students need to be proficient 
cooks by the beginning of Year 11. They make 
many high skilled products such as their own 
pasta, various types of bread, different pastries 
and desserts and a range of meat, chicken or 
vegan dishes. The course includes a NEA (non 
exam assessment) which is made up of a written 

component and a practical exam. 
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Geography - G.Brown

Art - M. Bennett

The art department will 
offer students a broad and 
balanced curriculum that 
enables them to learn, recall 
and apply knowledge and 
skills successfully. They 
will engage with artists, 
practitioners and examples of 
historical art, chronologically, 
challenging students to 
become visually literate so 
that they think, act and speak 

like an artist; interpreting artists’ 
styles to develop their own skills 
and confidence in Art. This will lead 
to successful and resilient lifelong 
learners who can cope in range of 
changing contexts.  
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Music - L. Deeley

Drama - V. Kiteley
Our Drama Curriculum
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Statistics - J. Singh 

Stem - N. Trewin

STEM and Engineering 
Curriculum for 2021
The STEM curriculum has been designed to 
provide knowledge and skills that students will 
build on if they take Engineering at KS4.
Students will study different materials and 
processes including CADCAM whilst also 
learning the design - make - evaluate process.  
They will learn about polymers, woods, fabric 
and metals and use them to make products.  
Another important skill is interpreting data.  
Students will investigate effects of design 
ideas, analyse their results and apply it to an 
engineering problem.
Students also learn coding, using block based 
code, to control robotic cars.

At KS4, Students follow the BTEC Tech Award 
in Engineering with is broken down into 3 
components:

Component 1 
is about the 
Engineering 
Industry and the 
Engineering Design 
Process and is 
internally assessed 
by completing 2 
assignments.
Component 2 is about 
Investigating Engineering Products - students 
learn about processes and materials and then 
write a production plan for a component 
that they reproduce.  This is also internally 
assessed by completing 3 assignments.
Component 3 is externally assessed and 
students complete a practical exam and 
analyse the data produced.  They also complete 
a redesign task and evaluate some production 
data.
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Business Studies - K. Stewart 
BUSINESS STUDIES
Business Studies provides pupils the 
opportunities to not only study how businesses 
start and subsequently operate, but also to hone 
their entrepreneurial skills through a variety of 
engaging activities such as the national Student 
Investor Challenge.
Pupils will consider the practical application 
of business concepts. The core units provide 
opportunities to explore theories and concepts 
in the most relevant way, through the context 
of current events in the business and economic 
world.

From production 
methods through to 
marketing strategies 
and financial 
analysis – we will 
experience first-hand what it takes 
to design, market and sell a product throughout 
the Business Studies Course
Key Topics Covered:
∙ Business in the Real World
∙ Influences
∙ Operations
∙ Human Resources
∙ Marketing

∙ Finance
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES USING THE 
SUBJECTS INCLUDE: ● Arbitrator ● 
Business adviser ● Business analyst ● 
Business development manager ● Chartered 
management accountant ● Corporate 
investment banker ● Data analyst ● Data 
scientist ● Forensic accountant ● Insurance 
underwriter ● Management consultant 
● Project manager ● Risk manager ● 
Stockbroker ● Supply chain manager

Computer Science
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MFL - N. Harris 
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P.E. - K. Wilson 



Cultural Capital 
We are thrilled that from September we will have a wide ranging offer of extracurricular activities and Cultural 
Capital experiences for this academic year. 
All students who attend TQEA will have access to all the activities both within school and as external trips and 
visits. We have structured them across the years to grow and develop our students as individuals who when 
they leave us in year 11 will have not only the knowledge but the cultural experiences and depth of character to 
compete with peers not only locally but nationally and globally.
Each and every day we begin with breakfast club which is completely free and available to all students from 8.15 
with hot and cold food available as well as sporting activities and games and chat, there is no need to book a 
place, just turn up.
In school we offer 37 different 
clubs and activities split across 
lunch times and after school. 
Each of our activities falls into 
one of three categories:

All students will be actively encouraged to take part in at least one activity from each section as part of their 
character profiles and reward system. 
Activities include sporting, creative, language, engineering, reading and film, music, drama, food and mental 
health as well as those just for fun!
In addition, we also offer 26 day trips and 7 residential trips which range from those that are free to low and 
high cost. Where a cost is involved they are available to be paid for as part of a payment plan and in advance to 
support families with budget. These trips include visits to museums, galleries, historical sites, sporting events, the 
coast as well as a ski trip and a visit to Iceland.
Further information will be in the cultural booklet for students at the beginning of September.

A Retiring Success 
Mr Dick Sharrott, one of our long standing supporters, 
shown throughout his lengthy involvement with our 
school charity trust and its previous guises, has recently 
retired after services to The Queen Elizabeth Academy 
reaching over 60+ years.
Dick first became involved on behalf of the school during 
the 1950s as a student representative.  He then provided 
accountancy services from 1966, finally reinstating the 
trustee body in 2003, with much help from Neil and 
Lorna Dirveiks.  He has been both Clerk and Treasurer 
since then, seeing through the complicated matter of the 
sale of the grammar school building, this leading to the 
substantial funds now held by the charity.
His work has been essential to the running of the charity 
and its current strong financial position enabling it to 
support the academy providing funds for facilities, 
equipment, out-of-hours enrichment activities, transport 
for trips and much needed mental health support and 
counselling services, all of which would not normally be 
provided by government funding.  

The Trust has been a 
brilliant support in funding 
a number of unexpected 
costs caused by the 
Covid 19 pandemic and 
additionally supporting 
our families who 
have been adversely 
effected during this 
time with paper based 
learning books, music 
support, laptops, our 
Y11 leavers event, 
essential home learning platform 
subscriptions, food parcels, uniform and shoes.
We would like to extend our gratitude and thanks to Dick 
for such dedication in providing so many young people 
support to improve and enrich their education and 
secondary years over the decades.

XTRA
LIFE

PREP
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Year 11 
It’s always a sad time of year when we have to 
say goodbye to our Year 11’s but after the year 
we have had this one was even more bittersweet. 
With all the hard work of assessments done it 
was time to celebrate. Due to the restrictions we 
could not put on the usual prom so a great team of 

staff decided they should have ‘big kid fun’ which 
included an inflatable slide, sports day games, 
a gladiator duel game and a selfie booth to take 
the memories home with them. It was a wonderful 
afternoon and luckily the weather was kind to 
them. 



The Queen Elizabeth Academy 
Witherley Road, Atherstone, 
Warwickshire, CV9 1LZ
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Information 

on our website

Please see the 

parents area on our  

website for copies of 

letters, information  

and key dates.

GOVERNMENT GUIDANCE: ATTENDANCE 
EXPECTATIONS FROM 8th MARCH 2021

The Department for Education has recently released to 
school’s guidance for a full return from March.
From 8th March, we intend for our usual attendance rules 
to apply.  We expect all students to attend full time unless in 
the case whereby a statutory reason applies, i.e. sickness, 
an exceptional circumstance etc. or where a student is 
complying with clinical and/or Public Health England advice. 
The DfE have confirmed that the following responsibilities will 
resume: 

•	 parents’ duty to ensure that their child attends regularly 
at school where the child is a registered pupil at school 
and they are of compulsory school age;

•	 schools’ responsibilities to record attendance and follow 
up absence;

•	 the availability to issue sanctions, including fixed penalty 
notices in line with local authorities’ codes of conduct.

All matters of unauthorized absence will be referred to 
Warwickshire Attendance Service, part of Warwickshire 
Country Council. Fixed penalty notices are issued in 
accordance with Warwickshire Country Council’s Code of 
Conduct for Penalty Notices.

It is important to note, Fixed Penalty Notices are issued 
to each parent of each absent child (for example 1 child 
and 2 parents, means each parent receives a fine for £60, 
totaling £120, this is reduced to the single £60 if paid 
within 21 days). 
Where a Penalty Notice is not paid within the required 
timeframe as set out on the notice, the matter will be referred 
to Warwickshire Country Council’s legal services to consider 
instigating criminal proceedings under S444 Education Act 
1996.
We recognise that some students will be anxious about 
returning to school. We will work with all students who 
require additional specific provision in order to facilitate a 
smooth return. 
We also recognise that social contact during this time has 
been significantly reduced – especially amongst those 
shielding or in homes with a family member shielding. 
If you believe your son/daughter is not able to return to 
school as they are complying with public health and/or 
clinical advice, we will work with you to complete a medical 
education continuity plan.  You must speak to the attendance 
team at TQEA to check the guidance and the legal 
requirement.

What does good look like?
Government research shows a correlation between low attendance and low attainment.  Students who attend regularly will 
typically achieve higher grades in examinations, have greater social skills and have the benefit of a full bodied education. 
Our attendance target for the school is 96% and we expect all students to aim to reach 100% attendance throughout the year. 

100% Attendance 96% Attendance Below 90% Attendance
This is where all of our students 

aspire to be. 100% means no days 
off throughout the year. 

This is around 6 days lost throughout 
the year. Your child’s attendance is 
below 100% and they should try to 
attend every day moving forward. 

If a pupil’s attendance falls 
below 90% (19 school days of 

absence), they will be classed as 
a persistent absentee.


