
History GCSE Elizabethan Society

Key Knowledge

Key Vocabulary

1576
The Theatre was 
opened by James 

Burbage 

1588 

The Spanish Armada 

1587 

The Rose opened 

1599 

The Globe opened 

Nobility 
Most powerful and 
usually the wealthiest 
people

Gentry 
Often landowners held 
positions like JPs

Gloriana 
The Elizabethan Age was 
known as Gloriana 

Alms 
Money or food given to 
poor people 

Vagrant 
A person without a home 
who travels to beg for 
money 

Voyage A long journey

Privateers 
An individual privately 
commissioned by 
government 

Enclosure 
Dividing up land which 
was once owned by one 
person

Circumnavi
gation 

Sailing around the world 
once 

John Hawkins 
He was a key figure in the 

Royal Court 
Responsible for building 

the Royal Navy 
Involved in the Slave 

Trade

Sir Walter Raleigh 
Attempted to colonise 

North America. Founded 
place her named after the 

Queen Virginia.

Francis Drake 
Circumnavigated the 

world 
Defeated the Spanish in 

Cadiz 
English hero for his efforts 

in the Spanish Armada 

Richard Burbage 
A leading member of the 
Lord Chamberlain’s Men, 

he was the first to play 
many famous roles 

including Hamlet and King 
Lear

Key People

1601 
The Poor Law 

Act

1577-1580 
Drake Circumnavigated the 

globe 

1586
Execution of Mary Queen of 

Scots 
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