
Year 7 English – A Monster Calls

Grammar Focus – Parenthesis; dashes
• Parentheses are useful tools for adding extra information to a sentence.
• Parentheses (brackets or dashes) are used to enclose non-essential or extra information. When using 

parentheses, the sentence should still make sense if the content inside the parentheses is removed.  E.g. 
‘The small boy (who was probably only seven or eight) stood alone in the street.’

• Dashes, on the other hand, are used to emphasise or highlight additional information that adds emphasis 
to the sentence. Dashes are typically used for more important or dramatic interruptions to the sentence. 
E.g. The small boy – just seven or eight years old – stood alone in the street.’

Essential knowledge

Key Terms Definition

characterisation How a writer shows what a character is like (through description, actions, dialogue etc).

foreshadowing The writer hints at what will happen later in the story.

protagonist The main character in a story.

narrative perspective How a story is told – who is telling it.

narrative structure The way a story is organised or put together.

semantic field A group of words that are all linked to the same topic or idea. Example: Words like ‘dark,’ 
‘shadow,’ ‘gloomy,’ and ‘night’ belong to the semantic field of darkness.

theme The big idea of message in a story.

Sophisticated vocab Definition

anguish (n.) Deep pain or extreme emotional suffering.

conflicted (adj.) Experiencing opposing emotions or thoughts about something.

denial (n.) Refusing to accept or acknowledge something uncomfortable.

distress (n.) Extreme anxiety, sadness or pain.

fragile (adj.) Easily broken or damaged physically or mentally.

melancholy (n.) A deep, lingering sadness; a quiet sorrowful mood.

nostalgia (n.) A sentimental longing or affection for a period of the past.

strain (v.) A force or pressure that causes tension, worry, or difficulty – often emotional or physical.

vulnerability (n.) Open to emotional or physical harm or attack.

Themes 

Loneliness and 
Isolation: Sometimes 

people can feel lonely and 
isolated even though they 
have people around them 
because they might find it 
hard to fit in or find it hard 

to connect with people 
emotionally. Conor feels 

lonely and isolated 
because everyone treats 
him differently after his 

mum’s diagnosis. 

Legends and the 
Supernatural: Throughout 
history, many phenomenon 
or strange events that could 

not be explained easily 
often became stories of 

folklore and myth. Before 
there were scientific 

explanations, supernatural 
beings were often credited 

with having a role. 

Pity, Sympathy and 
Empathy: Pity is feeling sorry 

for someone but is often 
associated with being 

patronising or scornful. Conor 
feels that people pity him and 

avoid him because they are 
uncomfortable.  Sympathy is 

simply feeling sorry for 
someone, whereas empathy is 
sharing feelings with another 

person and fully 
understanding them. 

Bullying: Repeated 
behavior which is intended 

to hurt someone either 
emotionally or physically, 

and is often aimed at 
people for a perceived 

weakness or difference, 
perhaps because of their 
race, religion, sexuality, 

disability, appearance etc.

Writing structure & 
sentence starters

What – What 

impression does the writer 
create?
o [Writer’s name] has 

created the impression 
that… 

How 1 – How do you 

know this?
o This is clear when the 

writer states… 
[quotation]

How 2 – How can you 

explore this quotation?
o This suggests… 

[explain what the 
quotation 
means/implies]

o The use of the [word/ 
word class/ 
technique] conveys 
that… 

Why – Why does the 

writer give us this 
impression?
o [Writer’s name] has 

presented [the topic] 
in this way in order 
to…
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